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Ang Lee — An Outstanding Movie Director
The movies Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon (2000) and Brokeback Mountain

(2005) have made Ang Lee famous worldwide. Ang Lee, a Taiwanese, has won many
awards for his films, and he is the first Asian to ever win the Academy Award for Best
Director.

Ang Lee was born in 1954 in Pingtung, Taiwan. His father wanted him to go to a
university in Taiwan and become a professor. However, he entered the National Arts
School (now the National Taiwan University of Arts) instead, and followed his interest,
performance art. He graduated in 1975, and went to the United States to continue his
study after finishing his military service in 1979. He got his bachelor’s degree in Theater
at the University of lllinois, Urbana-Champaign, and his master’s degree in film
production at New York University. At NYU, he made his prize-winning short films
Shades of the Lake (1982) and Fine Line (1984).

After graduation, although accepted by the William Morris Talent Agency, there were
few work opportunities. For six years he was a househusband, taking care of his two
sons. At that time it was his wife, Jane Lin, who supported the family.

Never giving up, Lee continued to write film scripts. In 1990, his life started to
change. His film scripts, Pushing Hands and The Wedding Banquet, won first and
second place in a competition in Taiwan. The two stories were later made into films, and
they were a big success. His later film, Eat Drink Man Woman (1994), was also very

successful.

461



*HRE 2

Jeremy Lin -- Chasing Dreams and Finding Joy
Among professional basketball players, Jeremy Lin’s background is not typical.

He graduated from Harvard University, which sends few players to the NBA, and he is
the only Chinese-American NBA player. But when you watch him on the court, there is
no doubt that he belongs there. He moves with speed and grace that demonstrate years
of faithful practice, which is fueled by a love for basketball.

Lin’s enjoyment of basketball actually began in Taiwan, where his father started
watching it. Lin’s father moved to the U.S., and his interest in the sport only grew. He
passed on this love of basketball to his son, introducing him to the game at the age of
five. The young Lin spent much of his youth playing basketball for fun, learning from his
father and older brother.

But his family taught him about more than basketball. After games, his parents
would discuss not only his score but also his conduct toward other players. This taught
Lin that character was more important than playing well, a lesson he still remembers.

In high school, Lin dreamed of playing in the NBA but did not really expect to do
so. When he applies for college, he was offered a place on its college basketball team.

During Lin’s time at Harvard, his basketball career began to take off. He scored
1,482 points, making him one of the highest scores in Ivy League history. Eventually, the

recognition he received led him to suspect that his NBA dream could come true.
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Wei Te-Sheng — Taking Chances

Don’t be afraid to take chances when you're young,” says movie director
Wei Te-Sheng. “At worst, you fail. That is nothing compared to being trapped
in a life of boredom simply because you're afraid to pursue your interests. "It
is this boldness that has helped Wei create one movie miracle after another.

Wei studied electrical engineering in school. He became interested in
making movie after he met a big movie fan during military service. Wei
worked odd jobs for two years before he finally found a director to bring him
into business. Working his way up, he made a few short films that won a lot of
praise. Over time, he became more and more certain that he would make
movies for a living.

In 1997, Wei became fascinated with the Wushe Incident because of a
news report. He read up on the subject, wrote the script for Seediq Bale and
later made a five-minute demo with NT$2 million. He hoped the demo would

attract investors to fund the film, but he failed to raise enough money.
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Jeremy Lin -- Chasing Dreams and Finding Joy

Among professional basketball players, Jeremy Lin’s background is not typical.
He graduated from Harvard University, which sends few players to the NBA, and he is
the only Chinese-American NBA player. But when you watch him on the court, there is
no doubt that he belongs there. He moves with speed and grace that demonstrate years
of faithful practice, which is fueled by a love for basketball.

Lin’s enjoyment of basketball actually began in Taiwan, where his father started
watching it. Lin’s father moved to the U.S., and his interest in the sport only grew. He
passed on this love of basketball to his son, introducing him to the game at the age of
five. The young Lin spent much of his youth playing basketball for fun, learning from his
father and older brother.

But his family taught him about more than basketball. After games, his parents
would discuss not only his score but also his conduct toward other players. This taught
Lin that character was more important than playing well, a lesson he still remembers.

In high school, Lin dreamed of playing in the NBA but did not really expect to do
so. When he applies for college, he was offered a place on its college basketball team.

During Lin’s time at Harvard, his basketball career began to take off. He scored
1,482 points, making him one of the highest scores in Ivy League history. Eventually, the

recognition he received led him to suspect that his NBA dream could come true.
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Special snacks in Taiwan

There are many kinds of special snacks in Taiwan. For example, if you
travel to Tamsui, you have to try iron eggs. Yes, they are edible! Originally,
people braised eggs for a few hours in order to keep them from going bad for
a long period of time. Surprisingly, it was later found that the eggs tasted
good if they were braised for more than a few hours. Eggs will become very
hard after they are braised in soy sauce and other special spices for a long
time, and that is why they are called “iron” eggs. According to the founder of
A-Po tie dan (7 38 &) ,it takes three hours a day, seven days In a row to
make iron eggs. Be sure to try some when you are in Tamsui!

If you travel to Lukan (u3#) in Changhua (32{™)or Anping (3" )in
Taiwan, be sure to try their oyster omelets. In order to enjoy oysters without a
fishy small, people in Taiwan have created oyster omelets. Oyster omelets
are made with fresh ingredients including oysters, eggs and celery cabbage.
Corn starch is mixed with water and used to hold all the ingredients together.
The final step is to add the special sauce made for the oyster omelet, and

then you have a delicious omelet to enjoy.
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The Road Less Traveled

For most young people in Taiwan, once high school is finished, it’s time
to go college. However, more and more high school graduates around the
world are choosing to spend a year between high school and college
volunteering abroad, and for good reason. Volunteering abroad provides
young people with a precious chance to learn how to help less fortunate
people, experience new cultures, and improve their language abilities. And,
perhaps just as importantly, studies show that people who volunteer do better
in school!

Before choosing a volunteer program and heading overseas, it is
important to do some research first. Check online for guides that give detailed
information on countries to volunteer in. Talking to someone at a volunteer
organization is a good idea as well. Right now, the Council for Hakka Affairs
has a terrific volunteer abroad program for anyone who is able to speak
Hakka. So if you know someone who qualifies for this program, be sure to fill

them in onit!
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